FEBRUARY REPORT

Italy defense minister in Iraqi Kurdistan meets with Kurdish
officials Feb 2

Erbil: Italian Minister of Defense Ms. Roberta Pinotti landed at Erbil
International Airport on Wednesday evening, where she was greeted by high-ranking
leaders of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG). They will discuss military
cooperation. Pinotti met with Kurdistan PM Nechirvan Barzani, and his deputy Qubad
Talabani upon her arrival. Both sides also discussed the Islamic State (IS) war, Mosul
liberation, refugees and displaced people and the reconstruction of Mosul
dam. Ms.Pinotti meets with Masseur Barzani on Thursday. During the meeting they
discussed a number of current issues concerning the war against the IS, particularly the
Mosul operation.
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Turkey arrests two Kurdish HDP lawmakers Ocalan and Ayhan Feb 1
SANLIURFA, Turkey’s Kurdish region,— A Turkish court on Wednesday placed under
arrest two MPs from the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP), as part of the
crackdown against Turkey’s Kurdish political movement.
Ibrahim Ayhan and Dilek Ocalan, who both represent Sanliurfa province in Turkish
Kurdistan, are wanted on charges of “promoting terrorist propaganda” at the funeral of
a Kurdistan Workers’ Party PKK guerrilla in February 2016.

2H1H

MV, 2 A0 7 v R ANHDPSLEHRE, A7 VR ET A VKA
MBI D 7 v B ANBAREENZ T2 WEDO—B & LT, ML aalE#HFT A KRR
7 v RARRZES (HDP) @ 2 NOEE % #i L=,

ATTeL s TIYNCRET AV - AV T RIE, 2016 4 2 A, 70 R AGB#ER
PRK 7V Z0%MET [T XA MNEfR) OFRICEV Vo7 INTRFIND,



1 =
Dilek Ocalan, Ibrahim Ayhan
,— German Chancellor Angela Merkel met members of Turkey’s Kurdish HDP party on
Thursday during her visit to capital Ankara.

Merkel met with Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party HDP’s parliamentary group leader
Idris Baluken, HDP’s deputy for foreign relations Hisyar Ozsoy, and HDP’s
representative from Mardin Mithat Sancar, on Thursday evening following her meetings
earlier in the day with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Prime Minister
Binali Yildirim.
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U.S. provides armored SUVs to Syrian Kurdish-led forces: US official

QAMISHLO, Syrian Kurdistan,— The U.S.-led coalition against Islamic State has
supplied its Syrian Kurdish-led allies with armored vehicles for the first time, expanding
support since U.S. President Donald Trump came to office, a spokesman for the Syrian
group and US military spokesman said on Tuesday. “We have provided armored Sport
Utility Vehicles to the Syrian Arab Coalition using existing authorities, in the interest
of helping protect our partnered force from the (IS) improvised-explosive device threat,”
US military spokesman Colonel John Dorrian told AFP.
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Turkey will have to face Kurdish autonomy in Syrian Kurdistan: analysts
Turkey could do little to prevent the emergence of a Kurdish autonomous region in
Syrian Kurdistan (Rojava) if the new US president’s decision to establish safe zones
there includes as expected Kurds-controlled cantons, analysts told Xinhua.
“Turkey has zero chance of blocking such an eventuality. The area is outside its borders,”
said Huseyin Bagci, a professor of international relations with Ankara-based Middle
East Technical University (METU).
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Iraqi Senior Shiite delegation arrives in Kurdistan Feb 4

Head of the Iraqi Shia National Iraqi Alliance Ammar al-Hakim arrived in Erbil on
Saturday, seeking stronger ties with the regional government, Hakim along with an
accompanying delegation was received by the Kurdistan PM Nechirvan Barzani. Hakim
is set to meet with senior Kurdish officials and the region’s political parties for talks on
relations between the Shia National Alliance and the KRG. Hakim is also expected to
discuss and put forward solutions for issues facing the country of Iraq and pending issues
between Erbil and Baghdad.
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Alliance Ammar al-Hakim

U.S.-backed Kurdish-led Syrian forces launch offensive toward Ragqa Feb 4

RAQQA province, Syria,— The Kurdish-led alliance of U.S.-backed militias said it had
started a new phase of its campaign against the Islamic State-held city of Raqga on
Saturday, aiming to complete its encirclement and sever the road to militant strongholds
in Deir al-Zor province.



The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) said in a statement the action was being
undertaken with “increasing support from the (U.S.-led) international coalition forces
through guaranteeing air cover for our forces’ advances, or via the help provided by their
special teams to our forces on the battle ground”.
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German minister Visit KRG and says EU committed to help refugees, IDPs in Kurdistan
( Feb 5th)

Kurdistan “is not alone” in facing the ongoing refugee and IDP crisis said Germany’s
Minister of Economic Cooperation and Development Gerd Muller on Thursday,
reaffirming the European Union’s continued support for the Kurdistan Region in facing
the crisis with hundreds of thousands of displaced people (IDPs) still living in harsh
conditions across the region. Speaking to reporters at a joint press conference with the
Kurdish Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani, Muller said the dire situation of refugees in
Iraq and Kurdistan will be addressed in the upcoming EU meeting in Brussels, calling
on the international community to step up involvement in relief efforts.
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Kurdish delegation to visit Baghdad to discuss secession following settlement talks Feb
6th

A Kurdish delegation will visit Baghdad soon to discuss Kurdistan Region’s demand for
statehood, according to an official at the autonomous region’s ruling party. Ashwaq al-
Jaff, an Iraq parliament member from the Kurdistan Democratic Party, said Kurdish
political players have agreed to form a delegation to visit Baghdad for discussions over
the region’s long-demanded independence besides a set of other hanging issues. The
delegation is planned to comprise all Kurdish political movements, including the
Movement for Change (Gorran), the region’s largest opposition party. Kurdistan gained
autonomous governance based on the 2005 constitution, but is still considered a part of
Iraq. The region was created in 1970 based on an agreement with the Iraqi government,
ending years of fierce fighting.
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Canada reportedly to directly arm Kurdish forces fighting Islamic State in Iraq Feb ‘7
The Canadian Defense Ministry says it has received official approval from Iraqi
authorities to supply Kurdish Peshmerga forces with light weapons, communication
tools, defense equipment and medicine to help them fight Islamic State militants in
Iraq. “Canada had requested the Iraqi government to send an official endorsement on
the arms delivery to the Kurdish forces and we have received Baghdad’s official
endorsement, signed in December of last year,” the Canadian Defense Ministry’s
Communications Advisor Dominique Tessie told Kurdish media The deliveries include
anti-tank missiles, rifles, handguns, medical supplies, means of communications.
2H7H

AT ZBUFL, A 727 TARATLEF LS TWD 7L REICEERGILS T2 L5170
AT ZEEIEZ. AT 7 OA AT LWEIREER D OZT D722, B, \8EY —1,
Piffrdeli, a7 0 RANY 2 ANV TRIMIET DL 0D 4 7 7 YR{OIEREFE =T
TWh Lk, T FHBFIEA 7 7B L, Basid 7L REICED 2 & IERICE
KLTEY, EEI12AICA 7 7B L IERICHREIL, N7 F y RRRERFND TEEZZT
TW5 | EWFXEEOBEHBEI NI =7 « T —37 NV KOAT 4 TIZiE- T2, &’
FRE T, E I AL TA T, HBEE EFEAEREL, BEFESSEERLTY
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MOSCOW,— Farhat Patiev, the head of the Council of the Federal National-Cultural
Kurdish Autonomy in Russia stated that the leaders of Syrian Kurdistan as well as
Kurds from other parts of historic Kurdistan will visit Moscow on February 15 for a
conference on the Middle East
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Czech Republic to help Iraq until it is needed: PM

Prague: The Czech Republic will provide aid to Iraq until the country needs it, Czech
Prime Minister Bohuslav Sobotka said after a meeting with Iraqi Foreign Minister
Ibrahim al-Jaafari yesterday, the Government Office has announced. Prague also wants
to participate in the reconstruction of Iraq after the Islamic State (IS) organization is
defeated, Sobotka (Social Democrats CSSD) said. The Czech Republic has already
supported Iraq in its fight against IS. A Czech field surgical team works in the country
and an aviation advisory team helps train Iraqi pilots. The Czech Republic has also
supplied ammunition and the L-159 combat aircraft to Iraq. Last year, Prague sent a
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financial aid worth 38 million crowns to Baghdad. Jaafari has been the first Iraqi foreign
affairs minister to visit the Czech Republic since 2007.
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Russian envoy to UN: Syrian peace talks should be direct, include Kurds Feb 9
2H9H
GENEVA,— The Syrian conflict settlement talks expected later this month should be
conducted directly between the government and the opposition and include the Kurds,
Russian envoy to UN Office in Geneva Alexei Borodavkin told reporters.
UN Special Envoy for Syria Staffan de Mistura has postponed the intra-Syrian talks in
Geneva from this week to February 20.
“We believe that these negotiations should be direct, that the opposition delegations
should be broadly representative of all political forces in modern-day Syria who seek a

peaceful settlement of the conflict in that country, including the Kurds,” Borodavkin said
Thursday.
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Russia says Kurdish PKK, YPG not terrorist organizations: official Feb 9

MOSCOW,— Russia doesn’t consider the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) of Turkey
and the People’s Protection Units (YPG) of Syrian Kurdistan as terrorist organizations,
an official said on Wednesday.

The Russian Foreign Ministry’s Fourth European Department Director, Alexander
Botsan-Kharchenko, said during a press conference that neither the PKK nor the YPG
are in the list of terrorist organizations in Russia, the Turkish language branch of
Sputnik News Agency reported.

According to Russian news agency, Sputnik, Botsan-Harchenko told reporters that
“these organisations are not in Russia’s terrorist organisations list. This is the reality”.
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British defense chief meets Kurdish PM and President with Mosul top of agenda Feb 12
Kurdish PM Nechirvan Barzani discussed with the UK Defense Minister Michael Fallon
the ongoing Mosul offensive, post IS governance and the military cooperation between
the two sides Fallon met with Nechirvan Barzani on Sunday in Erbil, and also, his
deputy Qubad Talabani and other Kurdish officials. Fallon also met Masoud Barzani.
British Defense Secretary, Michael Fallon arrived in Iraqi Kurdistan capital city of Erbil
on Saturday and reiterated his county’s support for Peshmerga forces as part of the
coalition efforts against Islamic State. Britain will continue providing military
assistance and training to Peshmerga Over 40,000 Peshmerga and Iraqi forces have been
trained by British military advisers, according to the UK official.
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Pan-Kurdish conference takes place in Russia Feb 15

MOSCOW,— Representatives of Kurdish groups across the Middle East from all part of
greater Kurdistan have met in Moscow on Wednesday to attend a conference on Kurds
and their future.

The annual Kurdish Conference organized jointly by the Union of International Kurdish
Social Institutions, Russia Kurds National and Cultural Federal Autonomy, and the
KNK Moscow Representation Office in the Russian capital Moscow.

Turkey’s Kurdish HDP parliamentarians Osman Baydemir and Dilek Ocalan, and
Abdullah Ocalan’s lawyer Ebru Giunay from Turkish Kurdistan, the co-chair of the
Syrian Kurdish Democratic Union Party (PYD), Asya Abdullah and Kobani Canton
Executive Council President Anwar Muslim from Syrian Kurdistan, Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan PUK parliamentarians Azzat Sabir Ismail, Gorran parliamentarian Sherko
Hama Amin, and Islamic Union Party (Yekgurtu Islami) member Xelil Ibrahim
Muhammed from Iraqi Kurdistan, PJAK representative Ehwen Chiyako from
Iranian Kurdistan, politicians, academics, think tank representatives and intellectuals
from Moscow attended the conference on the Middle East.
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Turkey’s Kurdish HDP says 318 party members detained Feb 15

ISTANBUL,— Turkish security forces detained 318 members of Kurdish political party
in the country as part of an ongoing crackdown by the state on the HDP party and
individuals accused of links to the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK). ANF news agency
reported.

Turkish police detained more than 500 people on Monday in operations across Turkey
targeting suspects linked with the PKK militant group, state-run Anadolu news agency
reported.

It said senior members of the group were among the 544 suspects held in operations
across 25 provinces, including the major western cities of Istanbul and Izmi.
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Turkey’s Erdogan approves constitutional reform bill Feb 10

ANKARA,— Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan has approved a constitutional reform
bill paving the way for an executive presidential system, his office said on Friday, and a
deputy prime minister said a referendum on the issue was expected on April 16.
Erdogan says the reform will provide stability at a time of turmoil and prevent a return
to the fragile coalitions of the past. His opponents fear it will herald increasingly
authoritarian rule.

A Dbrief statement on the presidency web site said the bill had been sent to the prime
minister’s office to be published and submitted to a referendum.

Mvaox)v R KA, BIEMIERZ KGR
2H 10H

13



frao=x v
KA K E
WL, KETEMEREEG I ER AR L2 E2HOMNT Lz, BIEMIT 4 A 16 BICEREE
EETDHTECTHD E LT,

TV KA UKRIE, EIRRILOFICZEE 72D L, BEOMT 2R HE )R 21425 &
WBRTNWD, HORKIRIE, TR ETEITHRERICERIRNEHDL E LTS,
KN O D = 7 A FOFFHRFEH TIX, ERITREKEICEMS S, BEREEICER
LD ERNF LT,

Massoud Barzani heads to Germany to attend Munich security conference Feb 17
Masoud Barzani flew to Germany on Thursday to participate in the Munich Security
Conference which is scheduled to begin on Friday. Barzani, accompanied by a Kurdish
delegation, headed to Munich on Thursday to attend the conference, according to the
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP). He is expected to hold talks with several world
leaders and officials on the sidelines of the conference.
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Turkey to hold referendum on presidency on April 16: board

ANKARA,— Turkey will hold a referendum on April 16 on proposed changes to the
constitution that would replace its parliamentary system with the executive presidency
sought by Tayyip Erdogan, the head of the High Election Board announced on Saturday.
The proposal would enable the president to issue decrees, declare emergency rule,
appoint ministers and top state officials and dissolve parliament, and could see President
Erdogan remain in power until 2029
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PRESIDENT ERDOGAN ADVISER
At the presidential palace in Ankara, Mr. Cevik suggested that Turkey might tolerate
some kind of Kurdish entity in northeastern Syria, but would not accept any Kurdish
presence in majority-Arab areas west of the Euphrates River.
“We will knock them out from Manbij, west of Euphrates,” Mr. Cevik said. “We’re not
going to touch them east of the Euphrates.”
Turkey agree Syria Kurdish autonomy if they don’t pass the west of Euphrates River
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ANKARA,— The international delegation organized by the EU Turkey Civic

Commission (EUTCC) has been blocked on Friday from visiting Kurdish HDP party co-
chair Selahattin Demirtas held in Edirne Prison
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Massoud Barzani to visit Paris 2 0F e b

Paris: Massoud Barzani is scheduled to meet with the outgoing French President
Francois Hollande in Paris on Tuesday, their second meeting in two months following
Hollande’s visit to Erbil in January. France has been a key supporter of the anti-Islamic
State efforts in Iraq and also carried out several airstrikes on militants’ targets across
the country since 2014. The French government has deployed 500 troops to Iraq and the
Kurdistan Region as part of the international coalition against the Islamic State
militants, providing military training to the army and Peshmerga militias in the country
since 2014.
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rudaw.net | Ekurd.net

Russia’s Rosneft signs contract for oil purchase from Iraqi Kurdistan 21 Fe b
LONDON,— Russian state oil firm Rosneft has become the first major oil firm to pre-
finance crude exports from Iraq’s Kurdistan, joining trading houses in the race for crude
from the semi-autonomous Kurdish region.

“We look forward to developing new markets for Kurdish crude oil,” a statement by
Rosneft quotes chief executive Igor Sechin as saying. The contract is due for 2017-2019,
Rosneft said.

Sechin said Rosneft would be taking Kurdish barrels to the company’s growing refining
system. In Europe, Rosneft owns a large refinery system in Germany.
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Iraqi Kurdistan to accelerate export of agricultural goods to regional countries 21 Feb
Erbil: The export of agricultural products in the Kurdistan Region will be “substantially
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sponsored” by the government, lifting taxes on traders who sell Kurdish goods to foreign
markets, according to a new plan from the Ministry of Agriculture. The move follows last
year’s considerable increase in exports of farming products with a record volume of
38,000 tons of Kurdish goods sold in the demanding regional markets. “We have started
a first and important step as we have managed to export 9 domestic farming goods to
the neighboring markets through which we intend to introduce the other countries to
our fine products,” Minster Abdulsattar Majid told Rudaw Saturday. Majid said his
ministry plans to facilitate the export and help any trader who is in the business with
tax exemptions and transportation possibilities.
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Kurdish HDP co-chair Yuksekdag loses her seat in Turkish parliament Feb 21
ANKARA,— The Turkish parliament has stripped the Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic
Party (HDP) co-leader Figen Yuksekdag of her status as a member of parliament, a
parliamentary official said on Tuesday.

The official said the decision was read in parliament after the appeals court upheld a
conviction against her.

ANKARA,— Turkish police on Tuesday re-arrested a parliamentary group leader of the
Kurdish opposition Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) in the Turkish capital, Ankara, as
part of the crackdown against Turkey’s Kurdish political movement, state-run Anadolu
Agency reported.

A court in Diyarbakir, southeastern Turkey, had issued an arrest warrant on Friday for
Idris Baluken after he was released by a lower court on Jan. 30.
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Iraq and Iran sign MoU on Kirkuk oil export pipeline study Feb 20

BAGHDAD,— Iraq and Iran signed a memorandum of understanding on Monday to
study the construction of a pipeline to export crude oil from the northern Iraqi fields of
Kirkuk via Iran, the Iraqi oil ministry said in a statement.

The agreement, signed in Baghdad by the oil ministers of the two countries, also calls
for a commission to solve a conflict about joint oilfields and the possible transportation
of Iraqi crude to Iran’s Abadan refinery, it said.
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Massoud Barzani meets with French president Hollande Feb 22

Paris: French President Francois Hollande reiterated his country’s continuous support
for the Kurdistan Region on Tuesday, during a meeting with Massoud Barzani. Barzani
met with Hollande at the Elysee Palace during his visit to Paris and discussed efforts to
counter the Islamic State (IS) in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region. France has continuously
supported the Kurdish people since 2014 and will continue to do so, Hollande said, while
speaking to reporters. Barzani announced he has come to France to express his gratitude
for the country’s support to the Kurdistan Region in the fight against IS.

Massoud Barzani KFFED 7 T o 2 KFE Hollande & £ R,
2 H 22 H

21



WY D TTURARMET T VY AT TR, KEH, v XA— R\ —= - 71
N BB RHERE & O T, 7V K BTRBUICRT T 2/ r0 72 KR B L e, ~ A
— R« 2L — = KR IE, Y ZFRPIC= U €5 T Hollande 7 7 > A KHEfH & =
W, ATT  INT 4 RAF HITA AT AEFE (IS) IZRTT 572D OED MAIZDOU
TiiLEoTo, 772 AT 2014 FLISK, 7V RAZZFFLELT T D LB IR T
W5, 2=, ISICRT2BWNCE T 57 0 KRB ~O BT D577
AN OB ERAT AT OIC T T AR L ERE LT,

nrttv.com

Massoud Barzani reportedly to visit Turkey after France: Turkishmedia Fe b 2 2
Erbil: Turkish media reported that Massoud Barzani will visit the country after leaving
France where he met French President Francoise Hollande. According to the report
Barzani is to meet Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Prime Minister Binali
Yildirim in Ankara. Barzani, met with Hollande in Paris on Tuesday when the two sides
discussed war against the Islamic State (IS) and Paris’s support to Kurdistan Region
and the Kurdish forces of Peshmerga.
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U.S.-led coalition expects to stay in Iraq after Mosul liberation 22 Fe b
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BAGHDAD,— The commander of the US-led coalition fighting the Islamic State group
said Monday he expected its forces would be allowed to stay in Iraq after Mosul is
recaptured.

“I don’t anticipate that we will be asked to leave by the government of Iraq immediately
after Mosul,” Lieutenant General Stephen Townsend said.
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U.S. senator John McCain made secret trip to Syria Kurdistan: WSJ 23 feb

“Senator McCain traveled to northern Syria last week to visit U.S. forces deployed there
and to discuss the counter-IS campaign and ongoing operations to retake Raqqa,” the
spokeswoman said, using an alternate acronym for the Islamic State
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US companies to invest in Iraqi Kurdistan’s agriculture sector: ministry 24 Feb

Erbil: A group of US companies have decided to invest in Iraq’s Kurdistan Region’s
agriculture sector and help the region with domestic food production. According to a
statement by the Ministry of Agriculture and Water Resources, delegations from several
companies met with Minister Abudlstar Majid on Thursday for discussions on the areas
of potential cooperation. The delegations agreed to work on partnership and investment
in KRG’s agriculture sector, reads the statement without revealing the names of the
companies.
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Top U.S. commander for Mideast made secret trip to Syrian Kurdistan

General Joseph Votel, who heads US Central Command (Centcom), met with leaders
from the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces SDF in the first such trip under the new
US administration.

SDF spokesman Talal Sello told AFP that Votel “discussed the increase of coordination
and support (to the SDF) in the era of Donald Trump”
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Massoud Barzani calls for release of Kurdish HDP politicians ‘in the interest of peace in
Turkey’ 28 feb

Europe: Masoud Barzani has called for the release of imprisoned politicians in
Turkey. “In the interest of peace in Turkey, it would be better for him and other arrested
politicians to be released,” Barzani said in reference to Selahattin Demirtas, the jailed
co-chair of the Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP), in an interview with the German
newspaper Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
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Syrian army advance opens new link to Syrian Kurdistan

BEIRUT,— A Syrian army advance against Islamic State in northern Syria has opened
a new link between government-held areas in western Syria and Syrian Kurdistan
(Rojava), the Kurdish-dominated northeast, redrawing the map of the conflict near the
Turkish border.

The advance, if sustained, could open a trade lifeline between the northeast, which has
70 percent of Syria’s oil and also includes rich farmland, and the west, where Syria’s
manufacturing is based.

Northern Syria is one of the most complicated battlefields in the multi-sided Syrian war

that erupted in 2011.
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Massoud Barzani to discuss ‘big changes’ in Ankara meeting, says senior official

Erbil: Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim told Massoud Barzani to consider
discussing “big changes” with Ankara officials during a meeting set to take place on
Sunday, a senior Kurdish official said. “Barzani is expected to pay a visit on Sunday to
Ankara and hold talks about some big changes said to be in the benefit of both the
Kurdistan Region and Turkey.

VA= R UL —= « J)L REIRBUNRIEDN T 0 72 C TRERE) & ikam
%)

.

Sy

)Ll s hba® BinaliYildirnm EAHIE, ~A— K« 2N —=KHEE D, HIERIZ

27



SN2 7 o7 TOARSHE TRERBELZHFT L TV D LEEoTo & 7L FEIEE X
w7z, Y —=KIE, BERT BT ~OfMETELTEY ., 7V FERBUTE
VA MBI ORI D EFDNDRERWEICHOVWTEELE O 2B HffEsh T 5,

28



